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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

RESPONSE AND AMENDMENT 
This paper responds to an Office Action dated August 22, 2008. More 
particularly, this paper responds to an Election.'OR.estriction Requirement made in the prior Office 

Action. 

The Office Action asserts that presently-pending claims 18-35 do not form a 

single inventive concept, but rather can be characterized as follows: 

Group I: Species a in figure 1 ; Species b in figure 2; 
Group II: Species A in figure 3; species B in figure 4. 
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Response to Office Action dated August 22, 2008 

The Office Action ftirther asserts that: 

Claims 32 and 35 con-espond to species A; 
Claims 22 and 33 con-espond to species B; 
Claim 23 con'esponds to species a; and 
Claim 24 corr^ponds to species b. 

The Office Action states that claims 18-21, 25-32, and 34 are generic. 

In response to this Office Action, applicants respectfully elect Species A from 
Gi-Qup XL Dependent claims 32 and 35 con-espond to Species A, and depend fi'om generic 
independent claims 18 and 34, respectively. Species A corresponds to Figure 3. 

Applicants respectfully assert that dependent claim 23, which depends from 
independent claim 18 and recites a serial hybrid drive train, as shown in Figure 1, and dependent 
claim 24, which depends on independent claim 18 and recites a parallel hybrid drive train, as 
shown in Figure 2, are equally usable within the context of species A, as shown in Figure 3. 
Nonetheless, to the extent the Office Action also requires applicants to fiarther specify either the 
parallel hybrid drive train or the serial hybrid drive train with respect to species A, then 
apphcants ftirther elect the parallel hybrid di-ive train shown in Figure 1, and recited in claim 24. 

In summary, applicants elect species A in Group II. To the extent necessary, 
applicants also elect species a in Group I, although applicants respectfully assert that species a 
and species b are equally applicable to species A as shown in Figure 3, Applicants respectfully 
withdraw claims 22, 31, and 33, readable on species B, and to the extent necessary, also claim 23 
directed to species b of Group I. 

Applicants respectfully request an early and favorable examination on the merits 
as to the remaining clain^. 
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It is believed that no fee is due for this filing. If any fee is deemed due, consider 

this as an authorization to charge Deposit Account 23-3000 therefore, 

Respectfully submitted, 

WOOD, HERRON & EVANS, L.L.P. 




Wood, Herron & Evans, L.L.P. 

2700 Carew Tower 
441 Vine Street 
Cincinnati, OH 45202-2917 
Voice: (513)241-2324 

Facsimile: (513) 241-6234 
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